
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-12 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE SAN BENITO COUNTY WATER DISTRICT,  

ACTING AS THE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY FOR THE 
NORTH SAN BENITO GROUNDWATER BASIN, 

ADOPTING A SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT FEE 
FOR FISCAL YEARS 2026/2027 THROUGH 2030/2031 

 

 WHEREAS, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, California 
Water Code section 10720 et seq. (“SGMA”), requires groundwater 
sustainability agencies to sustainably manage groundwater basins subject to 
SGMA; and 

 WHEREAS, the San Benito County Water District (“District”), acting as 
the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“SBCWD GSA”) for the North San 
Benito Groundwater Basin (“Basin”), is responsible for funding and carrying 
out groundwater sustainability activities within the Basin, including 
development, implementation, administration, monitoring, data management, 
and reporting associated with the District’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan, 
as approved by the California Department of Water Resources on July 27, 2023 
(“GSP”); and 

 WHEREAS, California Water Code section 10730 authorizes the SBCWD 
GSA to impose fees to fund the costs of the GSP, including, but not limited to, 
groundwater sustainability plan preparation, plan implementation, 
investigations, inspections, compliance assistance, enforcement, program 
administration, and other activities necessary or convenient to implement 
SGMA; and 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2021, the District’s Board of Directors, acting as 
the SBCWD GSA (“Board”), held a duly noticed public hearing to consider 
adoption of a Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee for Fiscal Years 
2021/2022 through 2025/2026; and 

WHEREAS, following the July 14, 2021 public hearing, the Board 
adopted Resolution No. 2021-13, establishing the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Fee for Fiscal Years 2021/2022 through 2025/2026 and setting 
forth requirements for periodic review and public input; and 

WHEREAS, the existing Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee was 
established to recover the remaining local share of GSP development costs not 



covered by state grant funding, and to support the annual expenses required 
for SGMA compliance, including monitoring, data management, reporting to 
the Department of Water Resources, and program administration; and 

WHEREAS, the existing fee structure was based on an acreage 
assessment methodology designed to equitably recover costs from parcels that 
significantly benefit from groundwater management activities within the Basin; 
and 

WHEREAS, based on hydrogeological studies and technical memoranda 
prepared by the District’s consultant, Todd Groundwater, parcels in upland 
areas with limited groundwater access and minimal benefit from the GSP were 
excluded from the fee, so that the cost allocation would bear a reasonable 
relationship to the benefits received by each landowner; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 2021-13, the SBCWD GSA 
committed to an annual budgetary review and, at a minimum, a comprehensive 
evaluation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee structure every 
five years; and 

WHEREAS, the five-year fee period established by Resolution No. 2021-
13 is expiring, and continued funding is necessary for the SBCWD GSA to 
carry out SGMA-required groundwater sustainability activities for Fiscal Years 
2026/2027 through 2030/2031; and 

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2026, the Board held a public hearing to receive 
testimony regarding the Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee for Fiscal 
Years 2021/2022 through 2025/2026, the existing fee methodology, and the 
need for a new or revised Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee for future 
fiscal years; and 

WHEREAS, at the April 22, 2026 public hearing, the Board received and 
considered public testimony, stakeholder comments, staff analysis, and other 
information relevant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee and its 
underlying methodology; and 

WHEREAS, following the April 22, 2026 public hearing, District staff 
prepared a proposed Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee structure for 
Fiscal Years 2026/2027 through 2030/2031 (“Proposed Fee”); and 

WHEREAS, the calculation methodology for the Proposed Fee and the 
analysis of parcels to which the Proposed Fee would apply is supported by a 
technical memorandum prepared by Todd Groundwater, dated April 20, 2026 



(“Fee Study”), attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by 
reference; and 

WHEREAS, as supported by the Fee Study, the Proposed Fee continues 
to apply to qualifying parcels and water agencies that benefit from groundwater 
management activities within the Basin, and excludes parcels in upland areas 
with limited groundwater access and minimal benefit from GSP 
implementation; and 

WHEREAS, the Proposed Fee is intended to fund the reasonable costs of 
the SBCWD GSA’s groundwater sustainability program, including GSP 
implementation, monitoring, data management, reporting, administration, 
consultant services, legal services, technical studies, and other SGMA 
compliance obligations; and 

WHEREAS, the Proposed Fee is designed to recover no more than the 
reasonable costs of the activities for which the fee is imposed, and to allocate 
those costs in a manner that bears a reasonable relationship to the benefits 
received by the affected parcels and water agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the District provided notice of the Proposed Fee and the 
public hearing held on May 27, 2026, in the manner required by California 
Water Code section 10730 and other applicable law; and 

WHEREAS, the District made available to the public the data upon 
which the proposed fee is based at least 20 days before the public hearing, as 
required by California Water Code section 10730; and 

WHEREAS, at the April 22, 2026 public hearing, pursuant to the notice 
of public hearing, the Board considered adopting of the Proposed Fee; and 

WHEREAS, the Board finds that adoption of the Proposed Fee is 
necessary to ensure continued local and state funding for groundwater 
sustainability activities and compliance with SGMA. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the San Benito County Water 
District, acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the North San 
Benito Groundwater Basin, as follows: 

1. Findings. The Board hereby finds and determines that the foregoing 
recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein as findings of 
the Board with respect to the action taken hereunder. 
 



2. Applicability. The Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee 
structure for Fiscal Years 2026/2027 through 2030/2031 shall apply 
to all parcels overlying the North San Benito Groundwater Basin, with 
the exception of parcels in upland areas that do not receive specific 
benefits from groundwater management required by SGMA. The areas 
that receive specific benefits from groundwater management are 
identified in the list of parcels that identifies the total number of acres 
within each parcel that receive special benefits that is attached hereto 
as Exhibit B and incorporated herein by reference. 
 

3. Amount. The Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee structure for 
Fiscal Years 2026/2027 through 2030/2031 shall be $0.60 per acre 
of land.  
 

4. Effective Date. The Sustainable Groundwater Management Fee 
structure for Fiscal Years 2026/2027 through 2030/2031 shall take 
effect June 1, 2026. 
 

5. Severability Clause. In the event that any portion or provision of this 
Resolution shall be determined by a court of law or other tribunal to 
be invalid or unconstitutional, such findings of invalidity or 
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
provisions of this Resolution, which shall remain in full force and 
effect. 

 

Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank 

  



PASSED AND ADOPTED at a Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
San Benito County Water District, acting as the Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency for the North San Benito Groundwater Basin, held on the 27th day of 
May, 2026 by the following vote: 

 

AYES: DIRECTORS:  
NOES: DIRECTORS:  
ABSENT: DIRECTORS:  
ABSTAIN: DIRECTORS:  
 
 
(Signature of presiding Board member  
Attested by Board Secretary)  
 

    
ATTEST:  
 
 
_________________________ 
Barbara L. Mauro,  
Board Secretary  

APPROVED:  
 
 
_________________________ 
Mark Wright, President  

 

  



 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 
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